Energy Roles

In
Ecosystems




An organisms rote 1n an
ecosystem may be that of :
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e Energy first enters
most ecosystems as
sunlight

e Organisms that carry
out photosynthesis
are called autotrophs | @

e Another word for an
organism that makes
it’s own food is
called a PRODUCER.




¢ Cannot make their own food
and are called heterotrophs
and they depend on
producers for food.

e Another word for an
organism that gets energy by
feeding on another organism
is called a CONSUMER.

e Consumers are classified by
what they eat.

A. Herbivores
B. Carnivores

C. Omnivores
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These are animals that eat mainly thts :
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Who is the 15t level consumer?

Who is the 2" level consumer?
3rd level consumer?
4th level consumer?




DECOMPOSER S

They Consume(eat) dead plants ¢
,a“i“"lli and dﬂumpoiﬂ them - reduces
them 4o simpler forms of modtey:

PRIMARY DECOMFPOSERS
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Food Chains

A FOOD CHAIN i1s a
series of events
in which one
organism eats
another and
obtains energy

A food chain shows one possible path
along which energy can move through an
ecosystem







Energy
Pyramids

When an organism in an
ecosystem eats food, it

o Adiagram called an ENERGY [ obtains energy.
PYRAMID shows the amount
of energy that moves from Tertiary
one feeding level to another ol ==
in a food web

Secondary
Consumers

Only about 10 percent of the 10 kcal

energy contained in one Primary \\_¢

. c W
level of a food web is it e
transferred to the next, i T
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http://www.sheppardsoft
ware.com/content/animal
s/kidscorner/foodchain/fo

odchain.htm




